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Dear friends and family in Christ,


We wish to express our sincere gratitude for your participation with us in the Lord’s work in Bolivia during the past 12 years. You have truly facilitated our ministry among the spiritually and physically poor through various activities such as education and public health intervention. We consider you as Aaron and Hur who held up Moses’ hands during his supplication to the Lord during a decisive battle (Exodus 17:10-13). Without their support, the Israelite army was losing the battle.


As you may recall, we had been praying for some time about future ministry growth and options for our family, and we felt led to pursue further education and preparation in the United States. The year of 2003 was a difficult one, testing our faith and perseverance through many obstacles and delays that were quite discouraging at times. Two of the greatest trials we faced were the very long process of procuring permanent visas for Gladys and Ivan; and the disheartening news of Gladys’ illness. In spite of our fears and the daunting circumstances (including political turmoil in the country and a near fatal tragedy bus crash on our last trip to La Paz), the Lord God was amazingly faithful. Our trust in Him was certainly strengthened, and we feel confident in His sovereign grasp upon our lives.


By God’s grace, Jim finished an MA in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) from Azusa Pacific University in January. It was an intense period of culture shock for all of us. Only the Lord’s unfailing love could have upheld our morale through such trying times. All three children had to learn a new language while attempting to fit in a foreign school system. Gladys had the most difficult time – unable to speak sufficiently with other native English-speaking adults; unable to drive a car in this expansive suburban society; initially limited to a few hours of non-intensive language instruction on weekdays. And through it all, for two years, we have survived almost entirely on family savings. 


Only faith in the Lord and a supportive local church community facilitated the eventual transition to a more accommodated lifestyle. Our three children are more fluent in English now than Spanish. All three are excelling in their respective grades and classes – purely by God’s grace. Gladys has advanced to a comfortable language proficiency level with her sights on passing the TOEFL exam in order to be able to study some graduate courses in her field of agriculture. Finally, Jim has recently been blessed with a part-time job at a local university’s English language program; it may only be 4 hours per week, but it’s a start toward gaining some formal experience as well as lightening the family financial burden.
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Our vision since before leaving Bolivia has been to return and initiate a local English institute where youth, professionals, and regional teachers can receive language instruction. Additionally, we would like to facilitate literacy training for community members in their first language (Spanish or Aymará). We think that provides a feasible beginning, but we are aiming toward an eventual larger vocational training effort. There are some local offerings; hence, we would target unmet needs or support areas needing more resources. This might include classes as varied as small industry fruit processing and English for missionaries trained at the local discipleship center in Caranavi. 


Our former mission organization, Cup of Cold Water Ministries, directs the majority of their resources toward the local Christian K-12 school where we served from 1994-2003. Since our stated visions no longer coincide, we are seeking God’s will as to future ministry options. 

Please join us in prayer for wisdom during this new season of transition. There are some family factors to consider: Gladys can apply for U.S. citizenship if she stays through Feb 2007 (if we returned now, she could lose her green card); the boys may be in a better transition stage for changing schools in mid to late 2007 (Zacky enters kindergarten and is now pre-reading English); and Jim could gather some very practical experience in adult language instruction and teacher training (he had very little work experience with his first master’s before leaving for the mission field). However, we desire to surrender our way of thinking to the Lord’s (Mat 6:33; Isa 55:9) – ready to go tomorrow if He calls us. It may be that we can return to Bolivia as independent missionaries with our home church; perhaps as true tentmakers supported by the English institute; or the Lord may desire us to stay put here in the U.S. for a while, where there is certainly much unmet spiritual need. 


For those of you who have continued to support us economically with your Spirit-led generosity, please note that Cup of Cold Water Ministries will no longer pass through those funds to our family. Any such donations on our behalf will go toward the mission’s general fund. You may certainly continue to donate toward the school, such as sponsoring a child, or other needs (visit www.ccwm.org). 


Again, we wish to thank you for the continued faithful support of this ministry. Please feel free to visit us at www.eltpoetry.pbwiki.com/englishinstitute for further developments. Our sincere and heartfelt blessings to you from 

Jim, Gladys, Ivan, Michael and Zacarias Bakker

133 N. San Jose Ave.

Covina, CA 91723

bakkerfamily@verizon.net 


___ We would like to continue to pray for our brothers as they prepare for their eventual return to Caranavi. Please keep us informed through your occasional newsletters.


Please indicate your current address (this information will not be shared)


	______________________________________________________


	______________________________________________________


	______________________________________________________





Please return this form in the stamped, self-addressed envelope provided. Thank you.








